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Foreword

In its latest exhibition Monochrome, Opera Gallery brings together works
from masters of postwar European art Turi Simeti (1929-2021), Agostino
Bonalumi (1935-2013), Pino Manos (1930-2020), and Umberto Mariani
(1936-) as well as works from contemporary artists whose practices
are influenced and inspired by those master artists, Marcello Lo Giudice
(1957-), Jae Ko (1961-), and Alfred Haberpointner (1966-). Through the
exhibition, the gallery aims to examine these artists’ undeviating studio
practices of working in the mode of monochrome — or making a work
within the hues of a single color.

Most artists presented in this exhibition met a major turning point in
their artworks when they became a part of ZERO, an international art
movement that originated from the Zero Group in Germany. For context,
Art Informel, an art movement dominant in postwar Europe, promoted
“sentimental abstract paintings” prioritizing an artist’'s unique emotional
subjectivity, its works characterized by improvisational actions and
expressions resulting in wavering, cloud-like senses of volume or fast
marks reminiscent of a beam of light. Against such background, ZERO
opposed not only Art Informel but almost everything else — including
realism — and proclaimed that art must start over from zero.

As implied in its name, the ZERO movement had a motto of starting
over from point zero, and its monochrome paintings that treated whole
canvases in just a single color derived from the belief that that one color
was enough to present complete instances of materiality and spirituality
and without the assistance of figurative elements such as line or shapes.
The color was an absolute value to the ZERO artists, and their works
aspired to show much more than evenly colored surfaces.

Monochrome provides an occasion for philosophical contemplations on
such unseeable beings — who refuse to be held down by predesigned
compositions and surpass the limitations of the monochrome color field
and interact with light — and explores the works of artists who pursued
the most innovative postwar avant-garde aesthetics through intentional
yet improvisational expressions.

Gilles Dyan Yoonju Kim
Founder and Chairman Director
Opera Gallery Group Opera Gallery Seoul



View of the exhibition



Turi Simeti (1929 - 2021)

Un Ovale Bianco
1968

Acrylic on shaped canvas
100 x 70 cm 1 39.4 x 27.6 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
Private collection

CERTIFICATE
This artwork is referenced under the number 1968 - B1002



Turi Simeti (1929 - 2021)

5 Ovali rossi
2015

Acrylic on shaped canvas
120 x 200 cm | 47.2 x 78.7 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
Private collection

CERTIFICATE
The artist has confirmed the authenticity of this work






Agostino Bonalumi (1935 - 2013)

Blu
1966

Vinyl tempera on shaped canvas
70x60cm|127.6 x23.61in

PROVENANCE

Haunch of Venison, New York, United States
Sotheby’'s Milan, 25 November 2003, lot 237
Galleria Orler, Italy

Private collection

CERTIFICATE
This artwork is registered in the Archives Agostino Bonalumi, Milan, no. 66-011



Pino Manos (1930 - 2020)

Sincronicita blu trascendente
2018

Mixed media on canvas
100 x 100 cm 1 39.4 x 39.4in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

CERTIFICATE
The artist has confirmed the authenticity of this work



Pino Manos (1930 - 2020)

Sincronicita essenziale azzurra
2020

Mixed media on canvas
100 x 100 cm 1 39.4 x 39.4 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

CERTIFICATE
The artist has confirmed the authenticity of this work



Pino Manos (1930 - 2020)

Sincronicita onda rossa
2018

Mixed media on canvas
70x70cm 1 27.6 x27.6in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

CERTIFICATE
The artist has confirmed the authenticity of this work
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Pino Manos (1930 - 2020)

Sincronicita rosso vibrante
2018

Mixed media on canvas
70x70cm 1 27.6 x 27.6in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

CERTIFICATE
The artist has confirmed the authenticity of this work



Umberto Mariani (b. 1936)

La forma celata
2018

Vinyl and sand on lead sheet
120x 90 cm 1 47.2 x 35.4 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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Umberto Mariani (b. 1936)

La forma celata
2013

Vinyl and sand on lead sheet
65x40cm125.6x15.7in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

La forma celeta
2013

Vinyl and sand on lead sheet
80x60cm|131.5x23.6in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio



Umberto Mariani (b. 1936)

Senza titolo, 10
2016

Vinyl and sand on lead sheet
43x335cm116.9x13.2in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
Private collection
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Marcello Lo Giudice (b. 1957)

Yellow Vulcano
2018

Pigment and oil on canvas
100x 100 cm 1 39.4 x 39.4 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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Marcello Lo Giudice (b. 1957)

Eden Universo
2018

Pigment and oil on canvas
100x 100 cm 1 39.4 x 39.4 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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Alfred Haberpointner (b. 1966)

W-TTIB (Diptych)
2021

Pigmented sprucewood
200 x 244,17 cm 1 78.7 x 96.1 in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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Jae Ko (b. 1961)

JK2156, Magenta
2022

Rolled paper and pigmented ink
183 x122x5cm172x48x2in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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Jae Ko (b. 1961)

JK1042 Ultramarine Blue
2011 -2012

Rolled paper, colored ink and glue
68x98x15bcm126.8x38.6x5.9in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio



(A

Jae Ko (b. 1961)

JK2130, Ultramarine
2022

Rolled paper and pigmented ink
95x95x18cm 37.4x37.4x7.11in

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio

JK2130, Ultramarine Blue
2022

Rolled paper and pigmented ink
95x90x18 cm | 37.4x 35.4x 7.1

PROVENANCE
Artist's studio
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