
Opera Gallery Monaco is pleased to present ‘Thoughts of a Bigger Splash’, 
a solo exhibition of new paintings by Spanish artist Xevi Solà, on view from 
18 September to 15 October 2026, marking his first major show in Monaco.

‘Thoughts of a Bigger Splash’ explicitly echoes David Hockney, whose work embodied the 
Californian lifestyle of the 1960s and elevated the swimming pool to a symbol of status, 
freedom, and suspended time. This reference also pays tribute to the legacy of the late painter, 
whose vision continues to resonate across generations. For his part, Xevi Solà revisits the 
motif of the swimming pool, infusing it with a more psychological and introspective narrative.

In Solà’s work, the swimming pool thus ceases to be a marker of status and becomes 
instead a true space for expression. It hosts encounters that appear carefully composed 
while remaining unresolved. Influenced by fashion photography, film stills and mugshots, 
Solà constructs his compositions through a luminous palette and deliberately flattened 
perspectives. The swimming pool becomes an organising framework that anchors his 
elongated figures while reinforcing the impression that time itself has momentarily come 
to a standstill.

Solà’s figures, often presented in groups, resemble fashion models yet appear strikingly 
detached. With blank expressions and distant gazes, they inhabit scenes marked by 
psychological ambiguity and emotional restraint. They gather, wait, or drift apart, 
sharing the same environment without ever truly connecting. Their anonymity leaves 
each painting open to interpretation, inviting viewers to project their own memories and 
associations onto the image.

The works presented in ‘Thoughts of a Bigger Splash’—all created in 2026—explore 
this delicate balance between presence and distance. In the diptych Coupe Du Monde, 
elongated figures stand around a swimming pool against a backdrop of simplified 
architecture and vivid blocks of colour. In Rendez-vous, two protagonists are held captive 
by anticipation against the backdrop of a twilight horizon, while in Sunrise that same 
sense of expectation appears suspended above the sea. Even Vestiaires, set away from 
the pool itself, preserves the same choreography of glances and silent presences that 
permeates the exhibition as a whole.
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Xevi Solà, Coupe du monde, 2026, diptych, oil on canvas, 162 x 130 cm | 63.7 x 51.2 in (each)
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Through these scenes, the artist transforms one of the defining symbols of contemporary 
life into a space for contemplation. Beneath their serene surfaces, Solà’s paintings reveal the 
quiet complexity of human relationships, inviting viewers to linger within these suspended 
moments, where meaning always remains just beyond reach.

“We’re honoured to present Xevi Solà’s first major exhibition here in Monaco,” said Federica 
Beretta, Global Director of Opera Gallery. “His approach places him within a broader 
lineage of contemporary figurative painting, while his distinctive use of colour, composition 
and cinematic framing establishes a visual language entirely his own.”

About Xevi Solà
Xevi Solà (b. 1969) is a Spanish painter who lives and works in Girona, Spain. He was born in 
Santa Coloma de Farners in Catalonia and he graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts at the 
University of Barcelona in 2007. He has exhibited widely in galleries and museums across 
Europe, the United States, and Asia, including solo exhibitions at the Palau de Casavells Art 
Center in Casavells, Spain and YIRI ARTS in Taipei. In 2024, he had his first solo exhibition 
with Opera Gallery at their Geneva, Switzerland location and has been globally represented 
by the gallery since 2025.

About Opera Gallery
Founded in Singapore in 1994, Opera Gallery has forged a network of galleries worldwide 
with locations in London, Paris, New York, Geneva, Madrid and Dubai, establishing itself as 
one of the leading forces within the international art market.

Headed by Gilles Dyan, Chairman and Founder, Opera Gallery specialises in modern, 
post-war, and contemporary art. In addition, the gallery represents international emerging 
artists such as Andy Denzler, Pieter Obels and Gustavo Nazareno, alongside internationally 
recognised names such as Ron Arad, Manolo Valdés and Anselm Reyle.

For more than 30 years, Opera Gallery’s mission has been to showcase the dynamic, 
innovative, and diverse expressions of modern and contemporary art through its ambitious 
yearly exhibition programming and collaborations with private collections and leading public 
institutions. Opera Gallery in Monaco is led by Federica Beretta and Damien Simonelli.


