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Impossible until it is done! Rarely has this sentence been so fittingly 
used, as it is to describe the underling theme of this exhibition.

Neither Taher Jaoui nor Pokras Lampas received a formal academic 
art education. Yet, both of these young artists share a similar story, 
one which has lead them towards this shared exhibition.

Taher Jaoui’s background was in the field of computer science 
engineering, and Pokras Lampas was trained in graphic design. 
Both artists quickly broke free from these early career paths, in 
order to direct their full passion and efforts into their pioneering art. 
When vocalising this decision, the statement “it is impossible” was 
repeatedly echoed back to them. Despite these pessimistic opinions, 
the artists decided to channel this feeling of “impossibility” into their 
practice, turning negativity into creative fuel. 

Jaoui has taken on the challenge of mixing various techniques 
and languages into his compositions. He states, “Initially, it always 
seems like an impossible challenge to resolve how to mix numerous 
different techniques within a paintings, to add the mathematics and 
communicate artistically through these formulae. It is always about 
overcoming these challenges and beating the seemingly impossible”.

Lampas has developed over the years a unique visual vocabulary 
which incorporates calligraphy with street art techniques. He revisits 
different cultural alphabets, using his calligraphic notation to bridge 
cultural gaps. The scope and attention to detail shown of his projects 
and the visually pleasant calligraffiti style he has developed are 
loaded with historical reference and a desire to unify.

While their respective visual artistic styles may differ, they share 
a mutual drive to break through boundaries and go beyond the 
impossible in order to develop an unseen language; this is what 
ultimately bridges these two artists together. Serendipitously, 
without having ever met each other, both the artists identified 
with the title of this exhibition. 

We are proud to present Taher Jaoui for the first time in Dubai, 
where twenty new and original artworks will be unveiled. This will 
be Pokras Lampas’ second show with us, following his acclaimed 
solo show in December 2016. We are delighted to welcome him 
to display this new series of paintings illustrating the artist’s 
continued evolution.

Opera Gallery Dubai invites you experience the unique work of 
these exciting artists and be part of their dialogue weaved through 
this extraordinary exhibition.

Preface

Gilles Dyan
Chairman & Founder
Opera Gallery Group

Sylvain P. Gaillard
Director

Opera Gallery Dubai
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Taher Jaoui works and lives in Berlin, Germany

His compositions are built on an intuitive and an unconscious process. 
He uses different sources of inspiration, spanning from cartoon and 
graffiti-like drawings to Abstract Expressionism and also Primitivism 
movements. Taher Jaoui’s work joins together painting and drawing, 
between abstraction and representation. Through a personal language 
in his compositions, he aims to stimulate the viewer’s feelings and 
imagination and let him build his own interpretation of the picture. 
His often compose with semi-figurative elements, such as heads, legs, 
eyes or hands. He combines an aggressive use of colour and texture 
with various combinations of oil, enamel, spray paint and charcoal 
on canvas. Taher Jaoui was born in Tunis, Tunisia and currently lives 
and works in Berlin. His work is part of several private and public 
collections around the World.

“I came from a computer science engineering background. When 
I started painting a few years ago in small spaces in Paris, people 
were always saying to me that it is impossible and hard to move 
from an engineer career to a painter/artist career. I was always 
motivated by an impulse to get my next painting done. 

‘Impossible until it’s done’ also fits the challenges I take to mix 
different techniques and languages into my composition. Initially, 
it always seems like an impossible challenge to resolve how to 
mix numerous different techniques within a paintings, to add the 
mathematics and communicate artistically through these formulae. 
It is always about overcoming these challenges and beating the 
seemingly impossible.”

Taher Jaoui

Taher JAOUI
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May Be It Is A Metaphor, 2018
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
110 x 155 cm | 43.3 x 61 in
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How Do I Look?, 2018
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas

100 x 120 cm | 39.4 x 47.2 in
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How Much Is Enough?, 2018
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
110 x 155 cm | 43.3 x 61 in
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I Think I Understand, 2018
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
110 x 155 cm | 43.3 x 61 in
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Get Rid Of Him, 2018
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
100 x 120 cm | 39.4 x 47.2 in
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Hold Your Horses, 2019
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
180 x 160 cm | 70.9 x 63 in
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Skulls IV, 2019
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
155 x 110 cm | 61 x 43.3 in
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Skulls XI, 2019
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas

180 x 160 cm | 70.9 x 63 in
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Burying My Head In The Sand, 2019
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas

110 x 155 cm | 43.3 x 61 in
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Me, My Pride And My Ego, 2019
Oil, acrylic and spray paint on canvas
110 x 155 cm | 43.3 x 61 in
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Pokras Lampas was born in Korolyov, Russia.

He is one of the most distinguished representatives of contemporary 
calligraphy in the world. He started creating graffiti in 2008 and 
shortly after was inspired by the ‘Calligraffiti’ movement. Later, 
Pokras Lampas was invited to become an official Calligraffiti 
ambassador whilst working on his self-developed ‘Calligrafuturism’ 
style and technique. He is particularly involved in street art projects, 
exhibitions and other related projects since 2013 and regularly 
works with major Russian and international brands. Recently, 
Pokras Lampas started to collaborate with high fashion brands and 
developed a menswear collection.

In recent years, Pokras Lampas has taken part in group exhibitions 
and art projects held in Russia, France, Germany, Italy, Portugal, 
Korea and the UAE. In 2015, he created the world’s largest calligraffiti 
on the roof of a building in Moscow: the artwork can be seen from a 
satellite and on Google Earth.

“I’ve always wanted to break boundaries.

To drop out of university in the last grade, to dedicate all my time 
for art and creation, to walk on the edge of the rooftop with a huge 
broom for a great photo or to use 5000 liters of paint to create a 
11000 square meters calligraffiti artwork as the biggest calligraphy in 
the World.

It’s all impossible until it’s done. But we can if we believe and work 
hard for this.”

Pokras Lampas

Pokras LAMPAS
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We Are Creators Of The New Visual Culutre, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint and crystal powder on canvas
150 x 200 cm | 59.1 x 78.7 in
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Inside Of The Human Mind / Harmony 1, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, spray paint and golden paint on canvas

Ø 150 cm | 59.1 in

Inside Of The Human Mind / Balance 1, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, calligraphy inks and crystal powder on canvas
Ø 150 cm | 59.1 in
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The Void: 1.0 / Black Space, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, spray paint and crystal powder on canvas
200 x 150 cm | 78.7 x 59.1 in
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I Know The Power Of The Words, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, spray paint and crystal powder on canvas
150 x 150 cm | 59.1 x 59.1 in

I Know The Powerful Sound Of The Words, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, spray paint and crystal powder on canvas

150 x 150 cm | 59.1 x 59.1 in
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Liniizm Composition: Alfa Red 1.0, 2017
Acrylic paint, glossy paint and reflective silver paint on canvas
150 x 150 cm | 59.1 x 59.1 in
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Liniizm Composition: Творчество 1.0, 2018
Acrylic paint and glossy paint on canvas

150 x 150 cm | 59.1 x 59.1 in
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Maze Of The Dreamers, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint, spray paint and crystal powder on canvas
200 x 30 cm each | 78.7 x 11.8 in each
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Let The Artworks Speak For Us, 2018
Acrylic paint, glossy paint and calligraphy inks
150 x 200 cm | 59.1 x 78.7 in
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Maze Of The Time, 2017
Acrylic paint, glossy black and 3 types of gold paint on canvas
150 x 150 cm | 59.1 x 59.1 in
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